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(54) Optical transmission system and dispersion compensator 



(57) In an optical transmission system comprising a 
transmitter, a receiver, and a transmission line that con- 
nects the transmitter and the receiver, a dispersion 
compensator is disposed in the receiver. The transmit- 
ter comprises an E/O (electro-optical signal converter) 
and a post-amplifier. An optical signal that has been RZ- 
coded is supplied to the E/O. The transmitter pre-chirps 
the optical signal. The pre-chirp is performed by red- 



chirp of which the value of the chirping parameter a is 
positive. When the pre-chirp is performed, the non-lin- 
ear effect of the optical signal on the transmission line 
can be canceled. In addition, with the RZ coded signal, 
the inter-symbol interference can be alleviated. Thus, 
the total dispersion amount of the dispersion compen- 
sator can be suppressed. In addition, the power of the 
optical output can be increased. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an optical transmis- 
sion system using an optical fiber cable as a transmis- 
sion line. 

Description of the Related Art 

Optical transmission systems have been developed 
for large transmission capacity and long span transmis- 
sion. For accomplishing the large transmission capacity, 
the increase of bit rate and wavelength division multi- 
plexing system have been studied. For accomplishing 
the long span transmission, optical amplifiers are used. 
The optical amplifiers are categorized as for example a 
post-amplifier that raises the transmission power, a pre- 
amplifier that raises the sensitivity of received power, 
and an in-line amplifier that functions as a repeater. 
These optical amplifiers have been developed as prod- 
ucts. With the optical amplifiers, the difference of levels 
of a received signal and a transmitted signal becomes 
large and the allowable loss of an optical fiber cable 
becomes large. 

On the other hand, with optical amplifiers, the opti- 
cal input level to the optical fiber cable becomes high. 
Thus, a new problem called non-linear effect has taken 
place. As an example, when the level of an optical signal 
that is input to the optical fiber cable is large (for exam- 
ple, +8 dBm for a dispersion shifted optical fiber cable 
and +10 dBm or more for a single mode optical fiber 
cable), a frequency (wavelength) shift takes place at a 
leading edge and a trailing edge of a pulse of the optical 
signal due to optical Kerr effect (the refractive index var- 
ies depending on the intensity of light) (this phenome- 
non is referred to as self phase modulation). In this 
case, even if the spectral width of an optical signal 
before the transmission is narrow, the spectral width 
becomes wide through transmission. In addition, due to 
the influence of the dispersion of the optical signal on 
the transmission line, the waveform of the received sig- 
nal becomes degraded. In other words, the upper limit 
of the power of transmission optical signal depends on 
such an influence. 

Moreover, since the velocity of light that propagates 
in an optical fiber cable depends on the wavelength 
thereof, after an optical pulse with a particular wave- 
length is transmitted through an optical fiber cable, the 
pulse width may be expanded or compressed. This phe- 
nomenon is referred to as chromatic dispersion in opti- 
cal ffoer cable. Thus, after an optical signal is 
transmitted through an optical fiber cable of an optical 
transmission system, the waveform of the received sig- 
nal varies due to the chromatic dispersion. Depending 
on the degree of the chromatic dispersion, a transmis- 



sion error takes place. Thus, the transmission distance 
is restricted due to the chromatic dispersion. 

So far, transmission deterioration due to the chro- 
matic dispersion on the optical fiber cable is prevented 

s using a light source with a narrow wavelength width. 
However, in recent years, due to high bit rate of 10 Gb/s 
and the non-linear effect of an optical fiber cable, the 
transmission deterioration cannot be prevented using a 
light source with a narrow wavelength width. 

10 To solve such a problem, an optical transmission 
system with a dispersion compensation has been used. 
However, since the cost of the dispersion compensator 
is high and the dispersion compensation amount varies 
corresponding to the transmission distance, there need 

15 be a variety of products. Thus, it is difficult to use the 
optical transmission system with a dispersion compen- 
sator. 

In such a conventional technology, as a pre-chirp of 
the transmitter, a blue chirp (chirping parameter a < 0) 
20 is used. In addition, a dispersion compensator is placed 
on the receiver side (between a pre-amplifier and an 
optical-electrical signal converter (O/E)) (namely, post 
compensation is performed). However, in this system, 
since the compensation is inflexibly performed, the loss 
25 of the dispersion compensator becomes large. The loss 
cannot be ignored when the transmission distance 
becomes long. In addition, since the input level of the 
optical signal becomes low, the receive sensitivity 
degrades. Moreover, since the tolerance of the disper- 
30 sion compensation amount for proper transmission 
characteristics is narrow, dispersion compensators 
should be prepared corresponding to the transmission 
distance. Thus, many types of products should be pre- 
pared. To solve such a problem, a system of which a red 
35 chirp (chirping parameter a > 0) is used as a pre-chirp 
on the transmitter side and dispersion compensators 
are disposed on both the transmitter side and the 
receiver side was considered. Fig. 1 shows a basic 
structure of this system. 
40 Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an outlined struc- 
ture of a conventional optical transmission system. 

The optical transmission system shown in Fig. 1 
comprises a transmitter 160, a transmission line 164 
(composed of an optical fiber cable), and a receiver 
45 165. The transmitter 160 comprises an E/O (electric- 
optical signal converter) 161, a dispersion compensator 
162, and a post-amplifier 163. The E/O 161 converts an 
electric signal into an NRZ coded optical signal. The 
post-amplifier 163 amplifies the optical signal and sends 
so the resultant signal to the transmission line 164. The 
receiver 165 comprises a pre-amplifier 166, a disper- 
sion compensator 167, and an O/E (optical-electric sig- 
nal converter) 168. The pre-amplifier 166 amplifies 
weakened light that has been transmitted through the 
55 transmission line 164. The dispersion compensator 167 
compensates the dispersion of the optical signal that 
has been transmitted through the transmission line 164. 
The O/E 168 converts an optical signal into an electric 
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signal. 

In the conventional optical transmission system, the 
transmitter 160 red-chirps an optical signal as a pre- 
chirp. In addition, the transmitter 160 uses an NRZ 
coded signal as an optical signal. The dispersion com- 5 
pensator 162 in the transmitter 160 compensates a pre- 
determined dispersion amount of an optical signal so as 
to cancel the dispersion of the optical signal propagated 
on the transmission line 164. The post-amplifier 163 
amplifies the intensity of an optical signal so that it can 10 
be transmitted for a long distance. 

The pre-amplifier 166 in the receiver 165 amplifies 
an weakened optical signal propagated on the transmis- 
sion line 164 so that the optical signal can be detected. 
The dispersion compensator 1 67 adjusts the dispersion is 
compensation amount corresponding to a dispersion 
amount of the transmission line 164 detected by the 
receiver 165 so that the receiver 165 can correctly 
detect the optical signal. Thus, the dispersion compen- 
sator 167 in the receiver 165 can adjust the dispersion 20 
compensation amount. The O/E 168 converts an optical 
signal into an electric signal. The O/E 168 sends the 
received signal to an electric signal processing unit (not 
shown) disposed downstream thereof so as to demodu- 
late the electric signal and extract data from the optical 25 
signal. 

Thus, in the system shown in Fig. 1 , the transmitter 
160 red-chirps an optical signal. In addition, both the 
transmitter 160 and the receiver 165 have respective 
dispersion compensators. 30 

In this compensation system, the dispersion com- 
pensation on the transmitter side is effective. The trans- 
mitter compresses pulses corresponding to the chirping 
and the characteristics of the dispersion compensator. 
Thus, inter-symbol interference due to the increase of 35 
the pulse width on the transmission line is alleviated. In 
addition, since the red-chirping is used, the influence of 
the non-linear effect (SPM) on the transmission line is 
canceled. Thus, the deterioration of the waveform of the 
transmission signal is smaller than that in the case of 40 
the blue-chirping. Thus, since the tolerance of the com- 
pensation amount is wide, the number of types of dis- 
persion compensators can be reduced. 

However, as a problem of the system, since the dis- 
persion compensation amount is large, many dispersion 45 
compensation optical fiber cables that are expensive 
should be used. Thus, the cost of the system becomes 
high. In addition, since the transmitter and the receiver 
require respective dispersion compensators, the size of 
the system becomes large. so 

Summary of the Invention 

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to 
provide a technology for accomplishing an apparatus 55 
that compensates both the chromatic dispersion of an 
optical fiber cable and the transmission deterioration of 
an optical signal due to the non-linear effect, that has 



sufficient transmission characteristics for a high-power 
and long-distance optical transmission system, and that 
is structured at lower cost and in a smaller size than 
before. 

An optical transmission system according to the 
present invention comprises a transmitter that transmits 
an optical signal, a transmission line that propagates 
the optical signal, and a receiver that receives the opti- 
cal signal transmitted through the transmission line. In a 
high-output-power and high-transmission-rate optical 
transmission system of which an optical signal propa- 
gated in the transmission line is dispersed due to the 
non-linear effect, the transmitter generates an RZ coded 
optical signal and transmits the resultant signal. 

Conventionally, such an optical transmission sys- 
tem with high output power and high transmission rate 
uses an NRZ coded signal. However, since such a sig- 
nal is subject to inter-symbol interference, the disper- 
sion compensation amount is large. A dispersion 
compensator that compensates the dispersion of an 
optical signal is expensive. In addition, the dispersion 
compensator requires a space to be disposed. Thus, 
such a dispersion compensator prevents the cost and 
size of the apparatus from reducing. 

In contrast, according to the present invention, 
since an RZ coded signal is used, the inter-symbol inter- 
ference can be suppressed. Thus, the dispersion com- 
pensation amount can be reduced. Alternatively, 
according to the present invention, an optical signal can 
be transmitted for a longer distance with the same dis- 
persion compensation amount. Thus, the cost and size 
of the apparatus can be reduced. 

In addition, although the receiver has a dispersion 
compensator that compensates the dispersion of an 
optical signal propagated through the transmission line, 
the transmitter does not require a dispersion compensa- 
tor. Thus, the present invention contributes to reducing 
the size of the transmitter. 

Moreover, since the transmitter pre-chirps an RZ 
coded optical signal and transmits the resultant signal, 
the optical signal can be prevented from being affected 
by the non-linear effect (that is proportional to the output 
power of the optical signal) on the transmission line. 
Thus, the optical signal can be transmitted for a long 
distance with a small dispersion compensation amount. 

In the optical transmission system according to the 
present invention, the dispersion compensator dis- 
posed on the receiver side is composed of a plurality of 
dispersion compensation units each of which has a pre- 
determined or standardized dispersion compensation 
amount. 

Thus, when the dispersion compensation amount is 
adjusted on the receiver side, with a combination of the 
dispersion compensation units, it is not necessary to 
prepare a dispersion compensator corresponding to a 
required dispersion compensation amount. Conse- 
quently, according to the present invention, the optical 
transmission system can compensate the dispersion of 
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an optical signal simply and inexpensively. 

These and other objects, features and advantages 
of the present invention will become more apparent in 
light of the following detailed description of a best mode 
embodiment thereof, as illustrated in the accompanying s 
drawings. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an outlined struc- w 
ture of a conventional optical transmission system; 
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an outlined struc- 
ture of a first embodiment of the present invention; 
Figs. 3A and 3B are schematic diagrams for 
explaining an NRZ code and an RZ code; is 
Figs. 4A and 4B are tables showing simulation 
results of tolerance of dispersion compensation 
amounts for the NRZ code and the RZ code; 
Figs. 5A and 5B are tables showing comparison of 
transmissible ranges in the case of high optical out- 20 
put power for the conventional art and the present 
invention; 

Fig. 6 is a table showing variation of transmission 
distance corresponding to variation of chirping 
parameter a; 2 s 
Figs. 7A and 7B are tables showing simulation 
results of tolerance of dispersion compensation 
amounts for the NRZ code and the RZ code in the 
case that an external EA modulator is used; 
Fig. 8 is a table showing simulation results of trans- 30 
missible ranges in the case that optical transmis- 
sion output power is decreased in an external LN 
modulator; 

Figs. 9A and 9B are tables showing simulation 
results in the case that output power is increased in 35 
the external LN modulator; 
Fig. 10 is a table showing a structure of which an 
optical transmission system is structured with the 
external LN modulator; 

Figs. 11 A and 11B are tables showing another 40 
structure of an optical transmission system accord- 
ing to the present invention; 
Fig. 12 is a table showing a structure of an optical 
transmission system and transmissible ranges in 
the case that an optical output is in the range from 45 
+16to+17dBm; 

Figs. 13A to 13D are schematic diagrams for 
explaining a dispersion compensation unit of the 
dispersion compensator; 

Figs. 14A and 14B are schematic diagrams show- 50 
ing a structure of an optical switch of the dispersion 
compensation unit of the dispersion compensator; 
and 

Figs. 15A to 15C are schematic diagrams showing 
structures of dispersion compensation means other 55 
than the dispersion compensation optical fiber 
cables. 



Description of Preferred Embodiments 

Fig. 2 shows a basic structure of an embodiment of 
the present invention. 

The present invention is an optical transmission 
system that uses RZ code instead of NRZ code in the 
case that the transmitter uses red chirp (whose chirping 
parameter is positive) as pre-chirp. 

In the optical transmission system according to the 
present invention, a transmitter 1 and a receiver 3 are 
connected with a transmission fine 2. The transmitter 1 
comprises an E/O 4 and a post-amplifier 5. The receiver 
3 comprises a pre-amplifier 6, a dispersion compensa- 
tor 7, and an O/E 8. 

When the transmitter 1 converts data into an optical 
signal, an RZ signal is used instead of a conventional 
NRZ signal. After an RZ coded electric signal is con- 
verted into an optical signal by the E/O 4, the optical sig- 
nal is red-chirped and then sent to the post-amplifier 5. 
The chirping indicates phenomena in the laser and so 
on, in which the wavelength of optical pulses varies as 
time passes. Generally, it is considered that laser or the 
like should be suppressed from chirping. In contrast, 
according to the present invention, optical pulses are 
intentionally chirped so as to cancel the non-linear 
effect of the optical signal propagated through the trans- 
mission line. 

The intensity of chirping is represented by a param- 
eter referred to as chirping parameter a. Generally, the 
intensity of chirping is defined by 
a = 2 • (d<|>)/dt) / ((dS/dt)/S) where «t» is an optical 
phase and S is the intensity of light. In particular, in the 
case of blue-chirp of which the wavelength of light is 
varied to longer wavelength side, the value of the chirp- 
ing parameter a is negative. In the case of red chirp of 
which the wavelength of light is varied to shorter wave- 
length side, the value of the chirping parameter a is pos- 
itive. When an optical fiber cable has a positive 
chromatic dispersion against an optical signal, by the 
optical signal being blue-chirped (the value of the chirp- 
ing parameter a is negative), the transmission charac- 
teristics are improved. In contrast, when an optical fiber 
cable has a negative chromatic dispersion against an 
optical signal, by the optical signal being red-chirped 
(the value of the chirping parameter a is positive), the 
transmission characteristics are improved. This is 
because in a combination of a positive chromatic dis- 
persion and a blue-chirp or a combination of a negative 
chromatic dispersion and a red-chirp, the trailing edge 
of an optical pulse propagates faster in an optical fiber 
cable than the leading edge thereof. Thus, the optical 
pulse is compressed. 

In the optical transmission system, an optical signal 
is red-chirped. In addition, as an important point, the 
optical signal is RZ-coded. The RZ-coded signal is 
lesser affected by the inter-symbol interference due to 
the increase of the width of pulses on the transmission 
line than the NRZ coded signal. Thus, the same effect 
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as the case that an optical signal is pulse-compressed 
with a dispersion compensator disposed on the trans- 
mitter side can be obtained. Consequently, in the sys- 
tem according to the present invention, the dispersion 
compensator on the transmitter side can be omitted. 5 

As the next important point, the system according 
to the present invention has a higher output power than 
the conventional optical transmission system that uses 
the NRZ code. Generally, as the output power 
increases, the influence of SPM (the non-linear effect) 10 
becomes strong and thereby the waveform largely var- 
ies. Thus, the resultant optical signal cannot be com- 
pensated. In the case of the NRZ code, since the pulse 
width depends on the signal pattern, the influence of 
SPM varies. As the output power increases, the distor- 15 
tion of the waveform becomes large. In contrast, in the 
case of the RZ code, since the individual pulse width 
does not depend on the signal pattern, even if the influ- 
ence of SPM is strong, all pulses are equally varied. 
Thus, in this case, the distortion of the waveform is 20 
small. Consequently, with the RZ code, a higher output 
power can be obtained than with the NRZ code. This 
means that the system gain is increased and the trans- 
mission distance is increased. 

According to the present invention, with the RZ 25 
coded signal, the dispersion compensator on the trans- 
mitter side can be omitted. In addition, a high power can 
be obtained. 

Figs. 3A and 3B are schematic diagrams for 
explaining the NRZ code and the RZ code. 30 

The upper signal and the lower signal shown in Fig. 
3A are the NRZ code and the RZ code, respectively. 
Generally, as encoding systems, there are NRZ and RZ. 
As shown in Fig. 3A, the period of a time slot of logic 
level "1 " of the NRZ code is different from that of the RZ 35 
code. In the case of the NRZ code, the logical level "1" 
occupies one whole time slot (pulse width 100%). In 
contrast, in the case of the RZ code, the logical level "1 " 
occupies part of one time slot (pulse width 30 to 80%, in 
particular, 50%). 40 

Thus, since the pulse width of the RZ code is 
smaller than the pulse width of the NRZ code, when 
pulses are band-limited and thereby the waveform 
becomes broadened, the resultant pulses lesser affect 
the adjacent time slots than the NRZ code. 45 

Fig. 3B shows such a situation. 

As shown in Fig. 3 A, in the case of the NRZ code, 
when pulses with logic level "1 " successively take place, 
the pulse width increases corresponding to the number 
of the pulses. In contrast, in the case of the RZ code, the so 
pulse width is always constant. Fig. 3B shows one time 
slot in which an NRZ coded pulse and an RZ coded 
pulse are present. The NRZ coded pulse is formed in 
one whole time slot. On the other hand, the RZ code 
pulse is formed in part of one time slot (for example 50% 55 
of one time slot). Thus, as shown in Fig. 3B, the NRZ 
code is more broadened than that of the RZ code. Thus, 
the NRZ code is subject to inter-symbol interpolation. 
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Consequently, the dispersion of the NRZ coded signal 
should be more compensated than the RZ coded signal. 
In contrast, the RZ code is lesser widened by dispersion 
or the like, the inter-symbol interference is small. Thus, 
when an optical signal is transmitted to a predetermined 
distance, the dispersion compensation amount of the 
RZ code is smaller than that of the NRZ code. Conse- 
quently, the dispersion compensator on the transmitter 
side can be omitted. 

Figs. 4A and 4B show simulation results of toler- 
ance of dispersion compensation in the case that the 
NRZ code and the RZ code are used. 

It is assumed that simulation results that follow are 
performed at a high transmission rate of 10 Gbit/sec. 

Fig. 4A shows simulation results in the case that an 
optical signal is NRZ-modulated with an external LN 
modulator (Mach-Zehndertype modulator). In this case, 
since the NRZ signal is used, it is assumed that the duty 
of the optical signal is 100% and chirping parameter a is 
+1. In addition, it is assumed that the output power of 
the optical signal is 14 dBm and the dispersion compen- 
sation amount on the transmitter side is -600 ps/nm 
(constant). On the receiver side, the dispersion com- 
pensation amount is varied from 0 to -1200 ps/nm with 
an increment of -600 ps/nm. With each of these disper- 
sion compensation amounts, the transmissible distance 
of the optical signal is obtained by simulation. 

In this example, it is defined that the transmissible 
distance is a transmissible range of which the amplitude 
is decreased by 10% or less and the pulse width is 
deformed by 70% or less. 

Referring to Fig. 4A, in the case that the dispersion 
compensation amount on the receiver side is 0, when 
the total dispersion compensation amount that is the 
dispersion compensation amount on the transmitter 
side is -600 ps/nm, the transmissible distance is up to 
80 km. In the case that the dispersion compensation 
amount on the receiver side is -600 ps/nm, the total dis- 
persion compensation amount is -1200 ps/nm. At this 
point, the transmissible distance is in the range from 40 
km to 120 km. When the compensation amount on the 
receiver side is -1200 ps/nm, the total dispersion com- 
pensation amount is -1800 ps/nm. At this point, the 
transmissible distance is in the range from 80 km to 140 
km. When the total dispersion compensation amount is 
-1200 ps/nm or -1800 ps/nm, an optical signal can not 
be transmitted in a relatively short distance. This is 
because an excessive dispersion compensation causes 
the waveform of the optical signal to be largely distorted 
and thereby data cannot be correctly received. 

In contrast, Fig. 4B shows simulation results of an 
optical transmission system according to the present 
invention. The optical transmission system uses RZ 
code. In this case, the dispersion compensation amount 
on the transmitter side is 0. The other conditions are the 
same as those shown in Fig. 4A. However, since the RZ 
code is used in the optical transmission system accord- 
ing to the present invention, duty is 50%. In this case, 
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although the duty of the RZ code is 50%, the effect of 
the present invention can be obtained with the RZ code 
Generally, the duty is in the range from 30% to 80%. 

Since the dispersion compensation is not per- 
formed on the transmitter side, the total dispersion com- s 
pensation amount is equal to the dispersion 
compensation amount on the receiver side. However, as 
shown in Fig. 4B, even if the total dispersion compensa- 
tion amount is 0 ps/nm (namely, the dispersion compen- 
sation is not performed at all), the transmissible w 
distance is up to 30 km. When the dispersion compen- 
sation amount on the receiver side is -600 ps/nm, the 
transmissible distance becomes 70 km. When the dis- 
persion compensation amount on the receiver side is - 
1200 ps/nm, the transmissible distance is in the range 15 
from 40 km to 100 km. When the dispersion compensa- 
tion amount on the receiver side is -1800 ps/nm, the 
transmissible range is in the range from 70 km to 140 
km. 

Although the system shown in Fig. 4B omits a dis- 20 
persion compensator on the transmitter side, the sys- 
tem can accomplish the same transmissible ranges as 
those of the conventional NR2 system shown in Fig. 4A, 
thereby configuration of the optical transmission system 
of the present invention can be reduced. 2 s 

Figs. 5A and 5B show comparison of transmissible 
ranges of the conventional system and the system 
according to the present invention in the case that out- 
put power is increased. 

The conditions in Figs. 5A and 5B are the same as 30 
those in Figs. 4A and 4B except that the output power of 
the optica! signal is 17 dBm. 

When the optical output power in the conventional 
system is increased as shown in Fig. 5A, the non-linear 
effect on the transmission line increases. Thus, since 35 
the optical signal is largely deteriorated, it is difficult to 
adjust the dispersion amount. 

As is clear from Fig. 5A, assuming that the disper- 
sion compensation amounts are the same as those 
shown in Fig. 4A and 4B, in the case of the NRZ signal. 40 
when the total dispersion compensation amount is - 600 
ps/nm, the transmissible distance is up to 30 km. When 
the total dispersion compensation is - 1200 ps/nm, the 
transmissible distance is in the range from 50 km to 70 
km. When the total dispersion compensation is -1800 45 
ps/nm, the transmissible distance is in the range from 
90 km to 100 km. Thus, in this case, the transmission 
deterioration becomes strong. Not only over 1 10 km, but 
also, in particular, when the transmission distance is 
around 40 km or 80 km, an optical signal cannot be cor- so 
rectly transmitted. 

Thus, with the predetermined dispersion compen- 
sation amounts, a variety of systems cannot be struc- 
tured corresponding to the desired transmission 
distance. Consequently, the dispersion compensation 55 
amounts should be more finely adjusted. In particular, 
when an optical signal is transmitted for 110 km or 
more, a dispersion compensation amount of - 1800 



ps/nm or more is required. Thus, many dispersion com- 
pensation cables that are expensive are required. 

In contrast, Fig. 5B shows transmissible ranges in 
the case that the RZ code according to the present 
invention is used. Referring to Fig. 5B, even if the dis- 
persion compensation amount is 0, the transmissible 
distance is up to 80 km. When the dispersion compen- 
sation amount is -1200 ps/nm, the transmissible dis- 
tance is up to 140 km. When there are three types of 
dispersion compensation amounts 0, -600, and -1200 
ps/nm, an optical signal can be transmitted up to 140 
km without a non-transmissible region. With these types 
of dispersion compensation amounts, any optical trans- 
mission system that can transmit an optical system for 
up to 140 km can be accomplished. 

Since the optical output powers of the structures 
shown in Figs. 5A and 5B are higher than those of the 
structures shown in Figs. 4A and 4B, an optical signal 
can be transmitted for a longer distance than the latter. 
Only with the RZ signal, the total dispersion amount of 
the system is decreased. Thus, the quantity of the 
expensive dispersion compensation optical fiber cables 
can be reduced. Consequently, the system according to 
the present invention is cost-effective. 

Fig. 6 shows the relation between chirping parame- 
ter a and transmission distance. 

In the simulation shown in Fig. 6, an optical signal is 
RZ-coded with an external LN modulator. The disper- 
sion of optical signals on the transmitter side and the 
receiver side is not compensated. In this example, the 
relation between the chirping parameter a and the 
transmission distance is obtained. In this example, it is 
assumed that the transmission rate is 10 Gbit/sec and 
the optical output power is +1 7 dBm. 

In these conditions, Fig. 6 shows that when the 
value of the chirping parameter a is positive, the trans- 
mission distance varies depending on the value of the 
chirping parameter a. In particular, in such conditions, 
when the value of the chirping parameter a is +1.0, an 
optical signal can be transmitted for the longest dis- 
tance. Thus, when the optical output power is +1 7 dBm, 
the chirping parameter a is preferably set to +1.0. 

The chirping parameter a represents the intensity 
of pre-chirp performed for the optical signal on the 
transmitter side. The pre-chirp causes the frequency of 
the optical signal to be shifted so as to compensate the 
non-linear effect on the transmission line. However, the 
non-linear effect depends on the optical output power. 
Thus, as the optical output power increases, the non-lin- 
ear effect becomes large. Consequently, it is assumed 
that when the optical output power is varied, the opti- 
mum chirping parameter a that cancels the non-linear 
effect is varied. When the transmission distance is con- 
stant, the frequency shift amount of the light source is 
proportional to the transmission output power. Thus, the 
optimum value of the chirping parameter a is propor- 
tional to the variation of the transmission output power. 
Consequently, in Fig. 5, although the optimum value of 
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the chirping parameter a is +1 .0, from the view point of 
the real range of the transmission output power, the 
optimum value of the chirping parameter a is in the 
range from 0 to +2.0. 

In each example shown in Figs. 4A to 6, an external 
LN modulator was used. When the external LN modula- 
tor is used, since the chirping parameter a is treated as 
a constant, the optimum value of the chirping parameter 
a can be set corresponding to the optical output power. 
As an example of such an external modulator, an exter- 
nal EA (Electro-Absorption) modulator (or loss modula- 
tor) is commonly used. When the external EA modulator 
is used, the chirping mechanism of the EA modulator is 
subtly affected by the applied voltage. Thus, it should be 
considered that the value of the chirping parameter a is 
dynamically varied. 

Figs. 7A and 7B show simulation results of toler- 
ance of dispersion compensation amounts of optical 
transmission for the NRZ code and the RZ code in the 
case that the external EA modulator is used. 

In this case, it is assumed that the output power of 
the transmission optical signal is +1 7 dBm and the value 
of the chirping parameter a dynamically varies in the 
range from -0.7 to +2.0. Fig. 7A shows the case that the 
NRZ code is used. Referring to Fig. 7A, with three types 
of total dispersion compensation amounts -600, -1200, 
and -1 800 ps/nm, the transmission distance of up to 1 30 
km can be accomplished. 

On the other hand, Fig. 7B shows the tolerance of 
the transmission distance for the RZ signal. In this case, 
with three types of dispersion compensation amounts 0, 
-600, and -1200 ps/nm, the transmission distance of up 
to 140 km can be accomplished. However, in this case, 
a dispersion compensator is not disposed on the trans- 
mitter side. In other words, with a total dispersion com- 
pensation amount of -1200 ps/nm, the transmission 
distance of up to 140 km can be accomplished. Thus, 
the total dispersion compensation amount shown in Fig. 
7B is smaller than that shown in Fig. 7A. 

Thus, the number of the expensive dispersion com- 
pensation optical fiber cables is reduced. In addition, 
with the external EA modulator, the same effect as the 
external LN modulator can be obtained. In particular, 
with a total dispersion compensation amount of -600 
ps/nm shown in Fig. 7B, the transmission distance of up 
to 130 km can be accomplished. In other words, in com- 
parison with the structure shown in Fig. 7A, with one 
type of total dispersion compensation amount, a longer 
transmission distance (tolerance) can be flexibly 
accomplished. 

Fig. 8 shows simulation results of transmission dis- 
tance in the case that the output power of an optical sig- 
nal is decreased in the external LN modulator. 

In Fig. 8, the RZ code is used. In addition, it is 
assumed that the chirping parameter a is +1 and the 
output power is +13 dBm. Moreover, on the transmitter 
side, the dispersion compensation is not performed. In 
this case, the dispersion compensation amount neces- 



sary for a long distance transmission is large. When the 
output power is decreased, even if the RZ code is used, 
the effects of which the dispersion compensation 
amount is decreased and the transmission distance is 

5 increased are lost. Thus, to perform an optical transmis- 
sion for long distance, the output power should be 
increased to some extent. In addition, the RZ code 
should be used. However, since it is clear that corre- 
sponding to the value the chirping parameter a, the 

10 transmission distance varies, the situation in Fig. 8 can 
be solved by properly adjusting the value of the chirping 
parameter a. 

Figs. 9A and 9B show simulation results in the case 
that the output power is increased in the external LN 

is modulator. 

In the case shown in Fig. 9A, the value of the chirp- 
ing parameter a is +1 and the output power is +19 dBm. 
In this structure, since the output power is large and 
thereby the non-linear effect is large, to transmit an opti- 

20 cal signal for a long distance, the dispersion compensa- 
tion amount should be large. However, in the structure 
shown in Fig. 9A, compensating the deterioration of the 
waveform due to the non-linear effect can be archived 
by the dispersion compensation amount being 

25 increased. Thus, this structure can be applied for vari- 
ous optical transmission systems. In this structure, 
although the value of the chirping parameter a is +1, 
when it is properly adjusted, the tolerance of the trans- 
mission distance can be improved. 

30 Fig. 9B shows simulation results in the case that the 
output power is +20 dBm. 

As is clear from Fig. 9 B. when the output power is 
+20 dBm, due to the influence of the non-linear effect, 
the effect of the dispersion compensation of the wave- 

35 form deterioration is restricted. With five types of disper- 
sion compensation amounts, there is a distance for 
which an optical signal cannot be transmitted. Thus, to 
allow an optical signal to be transmitted at a distance of 
up to 160 km, dispersion compensation amounts should 

40 be more finely provided. In addition, the value of the 
chirping parameter a should be more properly set. In 
contrast, it is assumed that when the value of the chirp- 
ing parameter a is properly set, even if the output power 
is +20 dBm, the number of types of dispersion compen- 

45 sation amounts can be relatively decreased. To obtain a 
good effect with the RZ code, it is considered that the 
upper limit of the output power is around +20 dBm. 

Fig. 10 shows an example of the structure of an 
optical transmission system with the external LN modu- 

so lator according to the present invention. 

In this example, the RZ encoding method with a 
duty of 50% is used as the encoding method of an opti- 
cal signal. In addition, the output power is +1 7 dBm. The 
value of the chirping parameter a is set to +1 so that the 

55 longest transmission distance is accomplished with the 
output power. The dispersion compensation of the opti- 
cal signal is not performed on the transmitter side. The 
receiver side has two types of dispersion compensation 
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amounts 0 ps/nm and -1200 ps/nm. 

The transmission distance accomplished in such a 
structure is up to 80 km with a dispersion compensation 
amount of 0 ps/nm on the receiver side as shown in Fig. 
10. With a dispersion compensation amount of -1200 s 
ps/nm on the receiver side, the transmission distance is 
in the range from 80 km to 150 km. The transmissible 
distance of the dispersion compensation amount 0 
ps/nm overlaps with the transmission distance of the 
dispersion compensation amount -1200 ps/nm. Thus, 10 
with two types of the dispersion compensation amounts, 
any transmission distance of up to 150 km can be 
accomplished. In addition, since the dispersion com- 
pensation is not performed on the transmitter side, the 
quantity of the dispersion compensation optical fiber 75 
cables can be reduced. In other words, the number of 
types of dispersion compensation amounts on the 
receiver side is only two. Since one type of the disper- 
sion compensation amount is 0, the type of the disper- 
sion compensation optical fiber cable necessary on the 20 
receiver side is substantially -1200 ps/nm. Thus, the 
quantity of expensive dispersion compensation optical 
fiber cables can be reduced. In addition, the space of 
the dispersion compensation optical fiber cables can be 
reduced. 25 

Figs. 11A and 11 B show other examples of struc- 
tures of an optical transmission system according to the 
present invention. 

In the structure shown in Fig. 1 1 A, the RZ code with 
a duty of 50% is used. The value of the chirping param- 30 
eter a is +1. The output power is +17 dBm. The disper- 
sion compensation is not performed on the transmitter 
side. The conditions shown in Fig. 1 1 A are the same as 
the conditions shown in Fig. 10. However, in the struc- 
ture shown in Fig. 1 1A, the number of types of disper- 35 
sion compensation amounts is larger than that shown in 
Fig. 10 so as to satisfy a variety of needs of optical 
transmission systems. 

For example, in the system shown in Fig. 10, at a 
transmission distance of 80 km, the types of dispersion 40 
compensation amounts should be switched. When the 
optical transmission system is used for a distance rang- 
ing from 60 km to 1 00 km, the types of dispersion com- 
pensation amounts should be switched at a 
transmission distance of 80 km. So it is inconvenient. 45 

In contrast, in the structure shown in Fig. 1 1 A, since 
the types of dispersion compensation amounts are 
more finely set than the structure shown in Fig. 1 0, such 
a problem can be solved. For example, when the optical 
transmission system is used for a transmission distance so 
ranging from 60 km to 100 km, with one type of disper- 
sion compensation amount of -600 ps/nm, such a trans- 
mission range can be accomplished. Thus, when an 
optical transmission system is structured for such a 
transmissible range, dispersion compensation optical 
fiber cables with a dispersion compensation amount of - 
600 ps/nm are disposed on the receiver side. 

The structure shown in Fig. 11B is basically the 



same as the structure shown in Fig. 1 1 A. However, the 
output power of the structure shown in Fig. 11 B is 
slightly lower (+16 dBm) than that shown in Fig. 11 A. 
When the output power is weakened, the influence of 
the non-linear effect on the transmission line can be 
alleviated. 

Although the transmission distance of the structure 
shown in Fig. 1 1 B is shorter than the structure shown in 
Fig. 11 A. 

Fig. 12 shows the structure and transmissible dis- 
tance of an optical transmission system in the case that 
the optical output power is in the range from +16 to +1 7 
dBm. 

The conditions of the optical transmission system 
shown in Fig. 12 are the same as those shown in Figs. 
11A and 11B. Thus, in the structure shown in Fig. 12, 
the RZ code with a duty of 50% is used. The value of the 
chirping parameter a is +1. The dispersion compensa- 
tion is not performed on the transmitter side. The 
number of types of dispersion compensation amounts 
on the receiver side are 0, -600, -1200, and -1500 
ps/nm. In the structure shown in Fig. 12, the optical out- 
put power is in the range from +16 to +17 dBm. How- 
ever, with the same the types of the dispersion 
compensation amounts on the receiver side of the 
structure shown in Fig. 12 as those shown in Figs. 1 1 A 
and 1 1 B, a transmission distance of up to 1 50 km is sat- 
isfied. 

As shown in Figs. 10 to 12, with the RZ code and 
pre-chirped transmission signal of which the value of 
the chirping parameter a is positive (particularly, +1), 
when the optical signal is transmitted for a relatively 
short distance, it is not necessary to perform the disper- 
sion compensation for the signal. In other words, in an 
optical transmission system that transmits an optical 
signal for a relatively short distance, an optical signal 
can be correctly transmitted and received without need 
to use expensive dispersion compensation optical fiber 
cables. Thus, the cost of the system can be reduced. In 
addition, since the space for the dispersion compensa- 
tion optical fiber cables is not required, the size of the 
transmitter/receiver can be reduced. 

On the other hand, when the dispersion compensa- 
tion is performed on the receiver side, with a small 
number of types of dispersion compensation amounts, 
a long transmission distance can be covered. Thus, it is 
not necessary to use many types of dispersion compen- 
sation optical fiber cables. Consequently, the cost of the 
system can be reduced. 

Particularly, in any case, it is not necessary to per- 
form the dispersion compensation on the transmitter 
side. Thus, since the dispersion compensation is omit- 
ted on the transmitter side, the cost of the system 
according to the present invention can be reduced in 
comparison with the conventional optical transmission 
systems. In addition, the size of the transmitter can be 
reduced. 

Since the dispersion compensation amounts on the 
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receiver side in the above<iescribed examples are 
increased by -600 or -300 ps/nm, the dispersion com- 
pensator on the receiver side can be accomplished by a 
combination of dispersion compensation units each of 
which has the same dispersion compensation amount. 

In other words, the dispersion compensation 
amount should be changed corresponding to the trans- 
mission distance (the dispersion amount on the trans- 
mission line). In the conventional method, the 
dispersion amount is measured for each transmission 
line and the dispersion compensation amount is set so 
that the residual dispersion amount becomes constant 
In this method, however, a number of dispersion com- 
pensators are required. Thus, the dispersion compen- 
sators should be order-made and thereby they cannot 
be used from a view point of cost. Alternatively, the 
transmission distance is categorized as classes and the 
dispersion compensation amount is set for each class. 
However, in this case, when there are many types of dis- 
persion compensation amounts, a large number of 
spare parts are required. Thus, this method is not prac- 
tical from a view point of cost. 

However, according to the present invention, the 
minimum unit of a predetermined compensation 
amount (for example, -300 ps/nm) is set. Basically, only 
one type of dispersion compensation amount is used. A 
plurality of the units are successively connected so as to 
obtain the required dispersion compensation amount 
corresponding to the transmission distance. With such a 
dispersion compensator, even if the system is moved 
and thereby the transmission distance is changed, it is 
not necessary to change the dispersion compensator. 
Instead, a required number of dispersion compensation 
units are added or deleted. In addition, since the 
number of types of spare parts is one, the system 
according to the present invention is very effective from 
a view point of cost. 

However, depending on the use conditions (such as 
deviation of optical fibers and variation of output power), 
the desired transmission characteristics may not be 
obtained in the above-described method. In such a situ- 
ation, an extra dispersion compensation unit (with a dis- 
persion compensation amount of -100 ps/nm) may be 
used so as to precisely adjust the transmission charac- 
teristics in case of such a situation. 

In addition, there is a case of which the input/output , 
level of a dispersion compensator is fixed and the loss 
of the dispersion compensator should be in a predeter- 
mined range regardless of the dispersion compensation 
amount. Examples of this case are that the input level of 
the O/E and the input level of the post-amplifier is fixed. 
In this case, an additional optical attenuator is used. 
Alternatively, when optical fibers are spliced, the optical 
axis thereof is intentionally deviated so as to have a 
loss. Thus, even if the dispersion compensation amount 
is varied, the loss of the dispersion compensator satis- 
fies the required range so that it does not affect units 
downstream thereof. 



As a method for connecting the dispersion compen- 
sation units, optical fiber cables are spliced (fibers are 
melted) or connectors are used. Alternatively, the units 
may have a detachable structure, 
s Figs. 13A to 13D are schematic diagrams for 

explaining the dispersion compensation units of the dis- 
persion compensator. 

Figs. 13A and 13B show arrangements of disper- 
sion compensation units. Fig. 1 3A shows a vertical or 
io horizontal arrangement of the dispersion compensation 
units. Fig. 13B shows an layer arrangement of the dis- 
persion compensation units. 

Figs. 13C and 13D show connecting methods in 
these arrangements. In Fig. 13C, an input terminal or an 
75 output terminal is disposed on a side facing another dis- 
persion compensation unit. The other type of terminal is 
disposed on the opposite side of the dispersion com- 
pensation unit. In Fig. 13D, both an input terminal and 
an output terminal are disposed on one side of a disper- 
se sion compensation unit. In this case, the unit has a 
switching circuit. When the terminals are inserted, the 
unit detects them and opens the closed portion. 

In the system shown in Fig. 11 A, when the trans- 
mission distance with single mode optical fiber cables is 
25 140 km, the receiver side requires a dispersion com- 
pensation amount of -1200 ps/nm. This dispersion com- 
pensation amount can be accomplished with four 
dispersion compensation units each of which has a dis- 
persion compensation amount of -300 ps/nm. In this 
30 case, to change the transmission distance of the system 
to 110 km, two dispersion compensation units are 
removed. 

Figs. 14A and 14B show an example of the con- 
struction of an optical switch used in the dispersion 

35 compensation unit of the dispersion compensator. 

Fig. 1 4A shows the structure for detecting the inser- 
tion of the dispersion compensation unit in the structure 
shown in Fig. 13D. When switches 132 and 133 are 
closed, an optical path is formed between portions A 

40 and C. In this case, light enters from an output port 130 
and exits from an output port 131. Alternatively, light 
may enter from the output port 131 and exit from the 
output port 130. The dispersion compensation is per- 
formed at the portion A of the optical path. The portion 

45 C of the optical path is a normal optical path that does 
not have the dispersion compensation function. 

When another dispersion compensation unit is con- 
nected as the next stage to the existing dispersion com- 
pensation unit, the output ports of the next stage 

so dispersion compensation unit are attached to unit inser- 
tion detectors 135 and 136. The unit insertion detectors 
135 and 136 detect the insertion of the next stage dis- 
persion compensation unit and send signals to a unit 
insertion detection signal processing portion 137. The 

55 unit insertion detection signal processing portion 137 
sends a control signal to the switches 132 and 133 cor- 
responding to the received signal. Thus, the switches 
132 and 133 change the optical path so that light travels 
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between the portions A and B. 

The structures of the switches 132 and 133 are not 
limited as long as they receive electric signals and 
change the optical paths. Examples of the switches 132 
and 133 are mechanical switches that are commercially 
available. 

Fig. 1 4B show a real example of the structure of the 
unit insertion detector. 

The unit insertion detector is disposed at an adap- 
tor 139 of a connector 138 of the dispersion compensa- 
tion unit. In the case of the structure shown in Fig. 14B, 
a nail-shaped protrusion is disposed as a detecting por- 
tion 141. When a connector 140 disposed at an output 
port of the next stage dispersion compensation unit is 
attached to the adaptor 139, the nail of the detecting 
portion 141 is moved and thereby a switch 142 con- 
nected thereto is turned on. Thus, a connection detec- 
tion signal is generated. The unit insertion detection 
signal processing portion 137 detects the connection 
detection signal and switches the optical path of the dis- 
persion compensation unit. 

In the above description, dispersion compensation 
optical fiber cables are used. However, other dispersion 
compensation means may be used. 

Figs. 15A to 15C show examples of structures of 
dispersion compensation means other than the disper- 
sion compensation optical fiber cables. 

Fig. 15A shows a fiber grating type dispersion 
equalizer. 

Refractive index of optical fibers is grated (the 
grated portion is denoted by reference numeral 144). 
Namely, the refractive index of the optical fibers is peri- 
odically varied. The period of the refractive index is 
gradually varied. When light enters the optical fibers, 
the light reflects to a different position corresponding to 
the wavelength thereof. In other words, the light is 
delayed corresponding to the wavelength. The delayed 
light is extracted by a circulator 145 and dispersed. 
When the light input direction is reversed against the 
fiber grating, dispersion characteristics with the reverse 
sign can be obtained. 

Fig. 15B show a wave guide type dispersion equal- 
izer. 

For example, a wave guide 146 is formed with 
quartz {SiO^ on a Si substrate. A phase shifter 149 is 
disposed so that the phase of an upper wave guide 147 
is different from the phase of a lower wave guide 148. 
The phase shifter 149 causes a long wavelength com- 
ponent of the input optical signal to propagate on the 
lower side and a short wavelength component thereof to 
propagate on the upper side. When the optical signal is 
propagated in such a wave guide a plurality of times, 
negative dispersion characteristics can be obtained. By 
adjusting the phase, dispersion characteristics with the 
reverse sign can be also obtained. An example of the i 
phase shifter 149 can be a thin film heater. 

Fig. 15C shows a resonator type dispersion equal- 
izer. 



A full reflection mirror 151 and a semi-transparent 
mirror 150 are disposed in such a manner that they 
face. When light enters from the semi-transparent mirror 
150, a component with a wavelength corresponding to 
5 the distance between both the mirrors is multiply 
reflected therebetween. Thus, a resonance state takes 
place. In the vicinity of the resonance wavelength, the 
component that has been reflected a predetermined 
number of times proportional to the frequency is 
w returned. When this component is extracted by the cir- 
culator, the light is delayed corresponding to the fre- 
quency (wavelength). Thus, the dispersion of light can 
be equalized. Depending on whether a higher region or 
a lower region than the resonance frequency is used, 
is reverse dispersion characteristics can be obtained. 

Thus, according to the present invention, since the 
transmitter does not always require a dispersion com- 
pensator, the optical transmission system can be struc- 
tured at low cost. 
20 in addition, when the RZ coded optical signal is 
used and the red-chirp is performed as a pre-chirp on 
the transmitter side, the transmission distance of the 
optical transmission system can be increased. Thus, 
the optical transmission system according to the 
25 present invention is very effective. 

Although the present invention has been shown 
and described with respect to a best mode embodiment 
thereof, it should be understood by those skilled in the 
art that the foregoing and various other changes, omis- 
30 sions, and additions in the form and detail thereof may 
be made therein without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the present invention. 

Claims 

35 

1. An optical transmission system for transmitting an 
optical signal at a high output and high transmission 
rate of which the optical signal is dispersed due to 
non-linear effect, comprising: 

to 

a transmitter (1) for generating an RZ-coded 
optical signal and transmitting the resultant sig- 
nal; 

a transmission line (2) for propagating the opti- 
cs cal signal; and 

a receiver (3) for receiving the optical signal 
transmitted through said transmission line (2). 

2. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
so claim 1 , 

wherein said receiver (3) has a dispersion 
compensator (7) for compensating the dispersion of 
the optical signal propagated through said trans- 
mission line (2). 

55 

3. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 2, 

wherein only said receiver (3) has said dis- 
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persion compensator (7). 

4. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 2, 

wherein the dispersion compensation 
amount of said receiver (3) is -2400 ps/nm or less. 

5. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 1 or claim 2, 

wherein said transmitter (1) pre-chirps the 
optical signal and transmits the resultant signal. 

6. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 5, 

wherein said transmitter (1) pre-chirps the 
optical signal in such a manner that the value of 
chirping parameter a is positive. 

7. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 6. 

wherein the value of the chirping parameter 
a is in the range from 0 to 2. 

8. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 5, 

wherein said transmitter (1) pre-chirps the 
optical signal in such a manner that the value of 
chirping parameter a dynamically varies, like an 
external EA modulator. 

9. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 2, 

wherein said dispersion compensator (7) is 
composed of a dispersion compensation optical 
fiber cable. 

10. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 2, 

wherein said dispersion compensator (7) is 
composed of fiber grating. 

11. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 2, 

wherein said dispersion compensator (7) is 
composed of a wave guide type dispersion equal- 
izer. 

12. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 2, 

wherein said dispersion compensator (7) is 
composed of a resonator type dispersion equalizer. 

13. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 1, 

wherein the duty ratio of the waveform of the 
optical signal generated by said transmitter (1) is in 
the range from 30 to 80%. 



14. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 1 , 

wherein the output power of the optical sig- 
nal transmitted by said transmitter is in the range 
5 from 13 to 20 dBm. 

15. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 6, 

wherein the value of the chirping parameter 
10 a is nearly +1 , 

wherein at a transmission distance ranging 
from 0 to 80 km, the dispersion compensation 
amount on the receiver side is 0 ps/nm, 

wherein at a transmission distance ranging 
is from 80 to 150 km, the dispersion compensation 
amount is around -1200 ps/nm, 

so that the dispersion compensation amount 
on the receiver side is varied corresponding to the 
transmission distance. 

20 

16. The optical transmission system as set forth in 
claim 6, 

wherein the value of the chirping parameter 
a is nearly + 1 , 

25 wherein at a transmission distance ranging 

from 0 to 60 km, the dispersion compensation 
amount on the receiver side is 0 ps/nm, 

wherein at a transmission distance ranging 
from 60 to 100 km, the dispersion compensation 
30 amount on the receiver side is around -600 ps/nm, 

wherein at a transmission distance ranging 
from 100 to 130 km, the dispersion compensation 
amount on the receiver side is around -1200 ps/nm, 

wherein at a transmission distance ranging 
35 from 130 to 150 km, the dispersion compensation 
amount on the receiver side is around -1500 ps/nm, 

so that the dispersion compensation amount 
on the receiver side is varied corresponding to the 
transmission distance. 

40 

1 7. A dispersion compensator for use with an optical 
transmission system for compensating the disper- 
sion of an optical signal propagated on a transmis- 
sion line, comprising: 

45 

a plurality of dispersion compensation units 
each of which has a predetermined dispersion 
compensation amount. 

so 18. The dispersion compensator as set forth in claim 
17, 

wherein said dispersion compensation units 
are used in combination with preparatory units so 
as to finely adjust the dispersion compensation 
55 amount. 

19. The dispersion compensator as set forth in claim 
17, 
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wherein the dispersion compensation 
amount of each of said dispersion compensation 
unit is -300 ps/nm. 

20. The dispersion compensator as set forth in claim 1 7 s 
or claim 18, 

wherein said dispersion compensation units 
are connected by melting fibers. 

21 . The dispersion compensator as set forth in claim 1 7 w 
or claim 18, 

wherein said dispersion compensation units 
are connected with connectors. 

22. The dispersion compensator as set forth in claim is 
17, 

wherein the amount of optical loss is set by 
adjusting the splicing loss of fibers. 

23. A method for transmitting an optical signal at high 20 
output and high transmission rate of which the opti- 
cal signal propagated on a transmission line is dis- 
persed due to non-linear effect, comprising the 
steps of: 



generating an RZ-coded optical signal; 
transmitting the resultant optical signal; and 
receiving the resultant optical signal. 

24. The method as set forth in claim 23, 

wherein the receiving step has the step of: 

compensating the dispersion of the optical sig- 
nal. 

25. The method as set forth in daim 24, 

wherein the dispersion compensation 
amount is - 2400 ps/nm or less. 

26. The method as set forth in claim 23 or claim 24, 

wherein the transmitting step has the step of: 

pre-chirping the optical signal. 

27. The method as set forth in claim 26, 

wherein the value of chirping parameter a of 
the pre-chirping is positive. 

28. The method as set forth in claim 27, 

wherein the value of the chirping parameter 
a is in the range from 0 to 2. 



25 
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wherein the duty ratio of the waveform of the 
optical signal transmitted at the transmitting step is 
in the range from 30 to 80%. 

31. The method as set forth in claim 23, 

wherein the output power of the optical sig- 
nal transmitted at the transmitting step is in the 
range from 1 3 to 20 dBm. 

32. The method as set forth in claim 27, further com- 
prising the steps of: 

setting the value of the chirping parameter a of 
the pre-chirping to +1 ; 

compensating the dispersion of 0 ps/nm when 
the transmission distance is in the range from 0 
to 80 km; and 

compensating the dispersion of -1200 ps/nm 
when the transmission distance is in the range 
from 80 to 150 km. 

33. The method as set forth in daim 27, further com- 
prising the steps of: 

setting the value of the chirping parameter a of 
the pre-chirping to +1 ; 

compensating the dispersion of 0 ps/nm when 
the transmission distance is in the range from 0 
to 60 km; 

compensating the dispersion of -600 ps/nm 
when the transmission distance is in the range 
from 60 to 100 km; 

compensating the dispersion of -1200 ps/nm 
when the transmission distance is in the range 
from 100 to 130 km; and 
compensating the dispersion of -1500 ps/nm 
when the transmission distance is in the range 
from 130 to 150 km. 



29. The method as set forth in claim 26, 

wherein the value of chirping parameter a of 
the pre-chirping dynamically varies, like an external 55 
EA modulator. 

30. The method as set forth in claim 23, 
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(54) Optical transmission system and dispersion compensator 



(57) In an optical transmission system comprising a 
transmitter, a receiver, and a transmission line that con- 
nects the transmitter and the receiver, a dispersion 
compensator is disposed in the receiver. The transmit- 
ter comprises an E/O (electro-optical signal converter) 
and a post-amplifier. An optical signal that has been RZ- 
coded is supplied to the E/O. The transmitter pre-chirps 
the optical signal. The pre-chirp is performed by red- 
chirp of which the value of the chirping parameter a is 



positive. When the pre-chirp is performed, the non-lin- 
ear effect of the optical signal on the transmission line 
can be canceled. In addition, with the RZ coded signal, 
the inter-symbol interference can be alleviated. Thus, 
the total dispersion amount of the dispersion compen- 
sator can be suppressed. In addition, the power of the 
optical output can be increased. 
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